
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTIVE & LIVABLE 

COMMUNITIES 

TASK FORCE 
 

Like most places in the United States, travel 

is primarily done by a vehicle in the Upstate. 

However, local and national trends show 

public appetite for active transportation 

options, such as walking and cycling, is on 

the rise as people choose to live more active 

and urban lifestyles.  

 

If activity centers such as shopping, schools, 

doctors and jobs are linked by bike and 

walking paths, people have choices beyond 

simply using their personal vehicle for daily 

travel. Establishing an active and livable 

streets network that serves regional 

transportation goals would improve 

functional transportation capacity, create 

vibrant and healthy communities, and offer 

safe ways to travel by multiple travel modes.  

 

The Active & Livable Communities Task 

Force will look at how we can continue to 

support and enhance opportunities to 

promote growth in a connected and active 

manner. 

 

For more information: www.upstatemobilityalliance.org 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR INVOLVEMENT:  
 

▪ Support the creation of a regional 
active transportation plan  

▪ Encourage a regional strategy for 
active community plans 

▪ Facilitate the creation of local 
livable streets policies and plans  

▪ Sponsor the creation of a regional 
Livable Streets Initiative  

▪ Identify priority projects (critical 

connections, high bike/ped 

fatalities) and momentum builders 

▪ Develop a funding strategy 

spreadsheet (cost per mile of facility 

or improvement type with photos 

and case studies to educate policy 

makers) 

 

 

 

GOALS: 

Planning - Establish opportunities to engage communities that do not have a master plan 
and establish partnerships to identify and connect networks together to develop a 
Regional Multi-Modal Master Plan.  

Implementation - An increase in safe accessibility to jobs, schools, healthcare, 
employment; integrate an increase in safety measures with success stories of active 
communities. 

Policy - Integrate public policy at the municipal and county level to include community 
design principles.  

 



 

 

 

 

INGREDIENTS FOR SUCCESS: 
 

While the Upstate is a recreational biking 

destination and has a good trail system, 

most municipalities lack dedicated on-road 

facilities. Additionally, sidewalks are lacking 

outside the urban cores, and safe crossings 

of the region’s major roads are few and far 

between. With a focus on safety, cities and 

town should identify critical gaps in the 

current network and prioritize solutions that 

reduce conflict between vehicles, 

pedestrians and cyclists. On-street or off-

street facilities could link major activity 

centers, such as downtowns, local 

universities, hospitals, major shopping and 

entertainment centers, and parks to 

surrounding neighborhoods. 

Upstate Mobility Alliance supports the 
development and implementation of a 
regional multiuse trail and bicycle master 
plan that combines local efforts already 
completed or underway that focus on 
regional connectivity. In addition, the 
establishment of a Livable Streets Initiative 
could guide future road design to include 
safe bicycle and pedestrian facilities by 
default. Upstate Mobility Alliance members 
advocate for the adoption of local mobility 
policies, design guidelines, and act as 
partners in the creation of local 
implementation strategies. 
 

 

 

CASE STUDY: MISSOURI LIVABLE 

STREETS 

The Missouri Livable Streets project, led 

by a coalition of state government, the 

University of Missouri, and advocacy 

organizations, provides tools and 

resources for communities looking to 

modernize their approach to 

transportation planning. The site provides 

educational materials, sample policies, 

toolkits, and design guides for both small 

towns and urban areas. The group works 

in partnership with groups across the 

state to bring Livable Streets to 

communities of all sizes. 

 

FOCUS AREAS: 

Connectivity - Supporting opportunities to grow and connect trail networks within a county 
and across the Upstate region. 

Safety - Identifying and growing the capacity of programs and initiatives that will help 
increase the safety for pedestrians and bikers.  

Walkability/Bikeability - Many Upstate residents live close to schools, parks and 
shopping, but do not have safe access through sidewalks.   

 

 
For more information: www.upstatemobilityalliance.org 


